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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---June Selection 
(With Bates’ Fair Stood the Wind for France) 


Hall, James Norman. Lost Island. Little, Brown. May 
23, 1944. 212p. $2.00. 


brief, compressed after-dinner recollection, George 
Dodd, American engineer back from the South 
Pacific, recounts the impressions which disturb him 
result transforming idyllic atoll into barren, de- 
struction-laden advance base for the American navy. That 
the entire story: that and the unanswerable sense 
guilt that world war must destroy world peace. 
Both the engineer and the reader are incapable 
doing anything about the fait accompli the natives were 
understand that the Japanese and the Americans— 
neither whom they had ever seen—were grips, and 
that the island civilization had removed one way 
lest destroyed another. 


The effect the upheaval observed first the account 
Father Vincent, the Catholic missionary who had con- 
verted all but three the islanders. The position 
holds, spiritual and temporal leader his flock, is, 
the main, well presented. His church, masterpiece 
simple beauty and elaborately decorated with native 
motifs, and his garden, have been the result thirty 
years’ care. Two hours’ work bulldozers removes all 
trace. Transferred spit coral eight miles distant, 
standing desolation among his uprooted wards, 
too old bring them more than the comfort words. 


The focus brought bear for moment the remain- 
ing pagan the atoll, silent figure well past the century 
mark, who had remembered the old Polynesian gods and 
traditions, and had recited this lore recorders lest 
lost time. His hut and his cocoanut palms obstruct the 
bombers’ runway, and paddles reef which out 
range. 


The Lehmanns, father and daughter, had fled from 
Vienna, across Europe Panama, and had been settled 
charity the atoll, where they enjoyed peace and 
friendship and tolerance and the music their own 
craftsmanship for eight happy months. Although com- 
petent serve the staff which has been set up, they are 
aliens and cannot hold such jobs. They transfer 
more populated island, without means subsistence, 
but with shrug courage. 


Finally, the effect noted Viggo, head man the 
island, who had come there from Denmark long years 
ago, had married excellent native cook, and raised three 
lovely daughters. his shoulders that the burden 
falls trying make the inhabitants understand the 
tragic significance the occupation, trying persuade 
them that the change for the duration only—when 
knows that permanent. His last letter Dodd ex- 
plains that every tree has been toppled, every bird scared 
killed planes, the fishing pools dredged, and the 
sea-turtle sanctuary effaced. Huddled 
houses, the natives have little look forward to; already 
the simple life has been destroyed the over-amorousness 
lecherous minority Seabees, and murder has 
occurred for the first time the memory the occupants. 


Obviously, the story sentimental gesture, which stops 
short falseness the artistry Mr. Hall’s style. One 
does wonder why the population cannot sail another 
island, their ancestors did, but presumed that 
all atolls will soon share the fate this one. While the 
closeness the island paradise stressed, the primi- 
tivistic approach not false one. 


There are only two touches which mar the worth the 
whole, and limit the recommendation adult rather 


May 
May 
42. 


widespread reading. Viggo describes Father Vincent 
Christian first and Catholic afterward. That’s the 
way should be” (p. 64); illustration, schooner 
captain recalls how the priest once canceled Sunday Mass 
that all the villagers might take advantage rainy 
spell plant their crops. pause would 
hardly have interfered with business, and too tolerant 
the missioner say, defence his defection, that 
there “more than one way worshipping the Lord.” 
Mr. Hall, like many other novelists the moment, 
has come under the sway Oriental“ mysticism”: after 
Dodd has read the translation the old pagan theology, 
concludes that the song the creation the 
mighty-God-of-the-Cosmic-Night” “immeasurably the 
more vivid” contrast “our own sacred writings” 
(p. 87). Otherwise, the novel excellent, unpre- 
tentious narrative, which forces the reader the con- 
templation similar destruction along the coasts 


Europe. 
James Edward Tobin, 
Fordham University. 


Book the Month Club --- June Co-Selection 
(With Hall’s Lost Island) 


Bates, Fair Stood the Wind for France. 
Brown. May 22, 1944. 270p. $2.50. 


John Franklin, R.A.F. captain, and his crew four 
sergeants are forced crash land occupied France and 
lie hiding peasant’s farm until papers are pre- 
pared for them and the way made smooth for return 
England. There good psychological portraiture 
the jumpiness the men they hide day and walk, 
singly, night, and also the fumbling attempts 
Franklin become used stump arm, amputated 
check the gangrene which followed the plane’s crackup. 
Beyond this there nothing: the answers are obvious 
the beginning the three questions: will Franklin get 
better? will and his men escape? will Franklin fall 
love with Francoise, the only girl within The love 
affair into which they tumble the result loneliness 
and pity and pain, and the physical side presented 
detail (pp. 150, 166). There preparation from the 
point view character. The French family declared 
devoutly Catholic one, and Francoise talks beauti- 
fully about the power faith. Yet the author has her 
conclude that there difference religions (p. 68), 
fall prey the first traveler, run off with him the 
Spanish border and there seek Anglican cleric per- 
form belated ceremony. Her father, suddenly and with 
warning the part the writer, commits suicide after 
the Germans have put death hundred hostages the 
neighboring village. explains, brief speech before 
his death, that the act had driven insane the woman 
had once loved. The escape neutral territory 
achieved way considerable bribery and, the gen- 
darmerie find fault with the papers, one the sergeants 
who has been placed the author near the customs 
office, diverts their attention. The pair escape, course, 
the sergeant dies his sacrifice, and for some reason not 
made quite clear France and England are saved. 


Little, 


Capture and escape are admittedly the materials 
melodrama and, now that the war on, fallen aviators 
and hostile territory have become additional requirements 
appeal the eye the casual reader, satisfied all year 


Hall Bates Grew 


Best SELLERS 


round with fiction. But even novel packed 
with breath-taking adventure—which this not—needs 
dimensioned characters. know nothing Franklin, 
except that man who commands the obedience 
his crew, shows genuine concern for the situation 
which has tangled the farm people, and moved 
few primary emotions. know nothing Francoise, 
except that she quiet, competent, and yet able 
swept off her feet with amazing ease. ordinary times, 
the book would brushed aside pot-boiler. 


Because the approval immorality and the girl’s firm 
denial any sense guilt, because the acceptance 
suicide “way out,” and especially because the 
stifling frequency blasphemy—one stops counting after 
the first sixty examples—there reason recommend 
the novel. Mature readers who are the sad position 
having nothing with their spare time may waste 
hour it. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University. 


Grew, Joseph Ten Years Japan. Simon and 


Schuster. May 15, 1944. 554p. $3.75. 


want peace, not war, but the surest way court 
war follow weak and defeatist policy The 
best way ensure peace preparedness without 
aggressiveness, and protection our rightful interests 
interpreted the spirit the good neighbor There 
nothing that the Oriental respects much 
strength, and nothing that conduces his aggressive- 
ness much weakness (p. 154). 


Mr. Grew wrote this April, 1935. his blueprint 
for managing Japan, and its prudence has been tragically 
vindicated events. 


Ten Years Japan well-edited selection passages 
from the Ambassador’s diary covering the whole period 
his official sojourn the Far East. such, cannot 
fail the highest importance filling out the 
record American-Japanese relations from 1932 the 
day Pearl Harbor. conjunction with his even more 
valuable official despatches, will prime source for 
future students the diplomatic preliminaries our 
war with Japan. 


There nothing startlingly new these pages, but much 
confirmation conclusions which, after the outbreak 
war, belatedly reached. For instance, one who 
reads Mr. Grew’s dispassionate report openly-professed 
Japanese aims since 1932 can doubt that the Tokyo 
militarists sought secure complete economic and poli- 
tical control the whole Far Eastern Pacific area, and 
that they meditated, necessary means this end, 
the forceful extinction American and British economic 
and political power that part the world. 


The American Ambassador was one the few who 
gauged the danger correctly and good time, but had 
serious deficiency: could not perform miracles. 
could not convince the Japanese war party that the United 
States would really fight maintain her position the 
Pacific, and, unaided, could not persuade American 
public opinion convince the Japanese. One the 
striking facts revealed the diary the direct and con- 
tinuous relation between pacifist moves private indi- 
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viduals private organizations the United States and 
increased boldness the part the Japanese govern- 
ment. 


Wherefore this book the story the failure mis- 
sion but not Mr. Grew was not fooled, 
gave consistently the true picture Washington, and, 
Tokyo, did what could with the cards had. 
If, Talleyrand said, diplomacy the science the pos- 
sible, the American Ambassador’s record stands unim- 
peached. 


The diary makes some good points with regard the 
vast difference mentality between the East and the 
West. Our failure fully perceive this difference made 
opportunities for Japanese diplomatic deceit. 


The Westerner believes that because the Japanese has 
adopted Western dress, language, and customs must 
think like Westerner. greater error can made. 
This one the reasons why treaty commitments be- 
tween the West and the East will always open 
misinterpretation isn’t that the Japanese neces- 
sarily has his tongue his cheek when signs the 
obligation. merely means that when that obligation 
runs counter his own interests, conceives them, 
will interpret the obligation suit himself 


(p. 84). 


Mr. Grew presents some excellent genre pictures the 
softer peacetime side Japanese civilization, and holds 
out hope that can business with the more decent 
governing class the nation, after the militarists are root- 
out. Warmly recommended for the student (college 
advanced) Far Eastern affairs, and for the general 
reader who seeks solidity rather than the spectacular. 


Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Mumford, Lewis. The Condition Man. Harcourt, 
Brace. May 18, 1944. 467p. $5.00. 


regrettable that book with such ambitious pur- 
pose, that contains much that good and thought-worthy, 
should the same time contain much that wrong. 
The good the premises, principally, and certain 
optimism for the future man. The bad lies the elab- 
oration the premises from history, and optimism 
that misleading and false because has reality 
anchor it. One tempted condemn its entirety 
work that based largely superficial observation, 
tendentious interpretations, 
and naive acceptance long abandoned historical fashions 
and formulae. 


Mr. Mumford’s interest the present condition 
man, and the past only far bears and 
explains that present. when gets the present 
(and when the reader forgets the historical antecedents) 
that best. His thesis that man the victim 
the very instruments values most. have 
sought achieve perfection eliminating the human 
element. Believing that power and knowledge were 
nature beneficent that man himself was inherently 
good when freed from external obligations goodness, 
have conjured genius capable destroying our 
civilization” (p. 393). Surely there quarrel with 
that thesis. Nor there any quarrel with the statement 


Mumford 


whole life, change occupation, change regimen, 
change personal relationships, not least, change 
religion, our total sense the world and life and 
time must reassert once more the primacy 
the person” (p. 393). 


Briefly, Mr. Mumford’s thesis that are living the 
end one era and are experiencing painful adjustment 
the succeeding era. The era expansion, land, 
population, and industry, end. The new era 
one stabilization. Land expansion must give way 
deepening regional cultures; industrial expansion must 
yield more humanistic world and content itself now 
with translating energy into leisure and leisure into life 
(cf. 412); population expansion must stabilized 
fixing, artificially, the limit population according 
available resources. The effect will balanced econ- 
omy, balanced population, and balanced society. The 
reform begin with the individual person. “If the era 
stabilization one devoted the intensive but 
balanced cultivation our natural and social resources, 
balance and intensity are equally, believe, the key 
the sort personality that needed work effectively 
within this culture and create the necessary changes 
our disrupted institutions” (p. 416). “The conditions for 
stabilization have appeared, but the institutions that will 
turn this process the advantage society have not yet 
been developed” (p. those institutions are 
left for the future decide. 


man has erred assuming the inherent goodness 
man when freed from external obligations goodness, 
may question whether will not even more 
serious error suppose that his inherent goodness will 
emerge under the impulse purely altruistic social 
hope Man, hope yet unknown, and very 
uncertain future, sufficient save what left our civili- 
zation? this optimistic prophecy Spencerian utopia, 
Mr. Mumford’s thesis weakest. 


This review far has touched only the final chapter 
the book. the only chapter that can read with 
any degree satisfaction. will challenge many 
his historical summaries; theologians will find the 
early chapters compendium all the theological errors 
known the history religious truth. would use- 
less and tedious enumerate all the inaccuracies and 
prejudiced judgments these chapters. 


Mr. Mumford’s philosophy history that emer- 
gent evolution with undertone Freudianism. 
views history succession idola and super-ego’s: the 
Greek culture, the Roman empire, the historic Church, 
nationalism, and finally, the most perfect all, democ- 
racy. There has been little evidence improvement, 
according Mr. Mumford, during the course history, 
and the present state the world the worst yet. (cf. 
392). modern man make the best yet, for 
now the point inheriting man’s whole estate. 


Historical facts taken out their historical context can 
prove anything. mention but one example, St. Francis 
who came closest reviving the true spirit 
Christ, made the fatal mistake not separating the 
Franciscan movement from the Church Rome! The 
author might have saved himself some serious blunders 
this and other points the history the Church 
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Gayn Seghers 


had taken the trouble consult some Catholic refer- 
ence works. His bibliography, which abbreviated, does 
not mention single Catholic scholarly work. Some texts 
(in translation) are the only entries. devotes several 
pages St. Ignatius and the Jesuits, and would appear 
that his one source information the work Heinrich 
Boehmer, German Protestant whose history accurate 
enough, but whose insight into the Exercises St. Ignatius 
lacking spiritual depth. 


There are many objectionable references Christ, Whose 
divinity alluded with scorn, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, who compared the heathen goddesses, and 
the teaching the Church, whose dogmas are matter 
for dreams and immaturity, not for thinking men. 


The book recommended for the final chapter, and then 
only for mature and discriminating readers. 
Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton. 


Gayn, Mark Journey From the East. Knopf. Apr. 17, 
432p. $3.75. 


Born China Russian parents, Mark Gayn has, edu- 
cation, travel and experience, some title considered 
citizen the world. His schooling, begun under private 
teachers Manchuria, continued Soviet state school 
Siberian Vladivostok, conservative English “public 
school” Shanghai, Pomona College southern Califor- 
nia, and concluded with year Columbia University’s 
School Journalism New York. has seen good 
deal China, eastern Siberia, Japan and the United 
States. has been one the staff Japanese news 
agency Shanghai, editor the anti-Japanese China 
Press and foreign correspondent the Washington Post. 
Now, back the United States, foreign-news 
editor for Time. has had first-hand dealings with 
Chinese bandits, war lords, and patriots; with Russian and 
Chinese Communists, English Tories, American New 
Dealers, Japanese liberals and militarists. Out all this 
has acquired strong sympathy for China, antipathy 
for Japanese aggressors, respect for the achievements 
the Russian Soviets, and whole-hearted, but not indis- 
criminating, affection for the American way life. 


Journey From the East Mr. Gayn’s autobiography from 
his childhood Manchuria (he was born 1909) his 
departure from Shanghai for America sixteen days after 
the outbreak the second World War. the more than 
400 closely printed pages Journey From the East Mr. 
Gayn throws good deal light Soviet education— 
his description and estimate which will please neither 
Red-baiters nor worshippers Moscow; China—her 
poverty and patriotism, her absentee landlords and other 
exploiters the poor, her her traitors and 
her Nationalists; the various phases and stages 
Japanese aggression, from her seizure Manchuria 1931 
her attack Shanghai 1937, including, along with 
much wanton bloodshed, her deliberate use dishonest 
finance impoverish the Chinese and systematic, 
huge-scale opium smuggling; morally and physically 
degrade them the carefully fostered rise the imperial- 
istic spirit among the Japanese people; and the tech- 
nique and progress Communist propaganda China. 


Toward the end his book Mr. Gayn discusses some 
length the career and character Chiang Kai-shek, whom 
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regards greatly successful man who can become 
successfully great only solving the problem 
poverty which for ages has burdened Chinese tillers the 
soil. also gives his view what terms Japan, when 
conquered, should receive. These may summed as: 
total disarming, with precautions against rearmament; 
exclusion from the government the militaristic clique 
and its sympathizers, with suppression all nationalist 
and semi-military societies; just reparations China; 
evacuation all Japan’s conquests, including Formosa 
and Korea; rigid Allied supervision Japanese education. 
the other hand, Mr. Gayn against all notions that 
Japan should destroyed nation and advocates equit- 
able trade arrangements under which the post-war Japan- 
ese people may earn decent living export manufac- 
tures abroad. 


Many interesting persons, including Premier Tojo—who 
was commanding troops Manchuria when Mr. Gayn 
met him—come and these personal memoirs 
journalist, and the author has knack hitting off char- 
acter few incisive phases. 


Journey From the East will most enjoyed those who 
already have some accurate knowledge modern Chinese 
history, but may recommended all adults 
apparently honest attempt truthfully depict porten- 
tous period human affairs from the viewpoint 
intelligent, keen-eyed bystander. Both its subject matter 
and its occasional over-frankness speech make not 
altogether suitable for adolescents. There adequate 


index. Winston, 
Richmond, Va. 
Seghers, Anna. Transit. Little, Brown. May 11, 1944. 


312p. $2.50. 


Once there was adage: Nothing more dated than 
yesterday’s newspaper. The war has given new one: 
Nothing more dated than the the 
memoir novel. 


Ann Seghers’ Transit might have made readable article 
passing interest for the Sunday magazine section. 
short story. Asa novel the story, like its hero, tedious. 
weary native Germany, already fled from the Father- 
land and Nazi “justice,” escaped from German prison 
camp France—all the first few pages. Then, still 
weary and aided French friends, makes his way 
Marseille through lines refugees and the mechanics 
consular and passport offices. His assumption the papers 
and identity dead writer provides the book’s only 
approach drama excitement. Our hero’s “almost 
God-like calm” hard discover irritating char- 
acter composed equal parts ennui and indecision. 


James Galston’s translation from the German makes deft 
attempt embellish story that, like the little man, was 
not The character chases from office 
office Marseille. takes him and the reader 312 pages 
contact necessary transit permits, exit visas and steamer 
tickets. Along the way the still weary refugee (his ex- 
haustion monumental) takes does not take street- 
walker the “hole under the roof” where 
depends his mood. Nadine, department store flower 
that she is, different, higher type. One those 
with whom one might care live for indefinite time. 
Our man Seidler does care although lasts only until 
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“the odor the powder she used grew suddenly distaste- 
ful.” It’s that sort atmosphere. For consistency’s sake 
(there seems other reason), the heroine the book, 
the beautiful Marie, quite willing track down her 
husband—because has her visa. And for Marie 
off with another man, well one has have one’s visa, 
doesn’t one? 


Miss Seghers seems accept the long-discredited story 
the “mass executions the Reds the Bajados arena” 
(p. 145). Recent novels amused with the Mass offered 
the priest-in-surplice. Now (p. 106) have variant: 
the priest-in-stole approach. The only thing can 
sure “the shortness life and its solitariness” (p. 
165)—because even though higher order rules our world 
need not necessarily divine order. 


few pages impressive descriptive writing help. The 
transit office’s administration “the final rites those 
who were permitted leave” France. The harbor gossip 
the cafes along the water, ringing with the echoes old 
the days Phoenician sailing. The wrecked carts 
refugees contrasting pitifully with speeding shining Nazi 
mobile units. But ten twelve pages not redeem 
entire book. Even though money flows freely these hectic 
days, two dollars and half still rather high for novel 


which adult readers will find tedious. 
Chaplain Arthur McGratty, USNR. 


Michelson, Charles, The Ghost Talks. Putnam. May 
$3.00. 


Ghosts are notoriously shy, but, normally, they deal 
startling effects. The ghost under present consideration 
disappointing because overburdened with caution. 
Mr. Charles Michelson, formerly useful one the 
general maintenance men and beauticians the New 
Deal, promised this book let numerous cats out 
the bag; but, having thought over, evidently decided 
hedge, and the most get few provocative but 
carefully squelched squeals. 


His story, for instance, the double double-cross the 
Democratic national convention 1932 starts out 
robust manner, and pleasantly anticipate some real 
scandal; but Mr. Michelson, overcome his own 
cence recently acquired gift) peters out into innocuous 
conventionalities. Again, speaking the fascinating 
and frankly complicated activities “Harry the Hop,” 
“Tommy the Cork” (the appelations are Mr. Michelson’s) 
and other key men the Roosevelt general staff, the 
author draws back the critical moments with regrettable 
restraint. The mountain labor produces some little 
mice revelations which pretty well knew already. 


Apart from this reprehensible regard for the characters 
New Deal personalities, the book provides some tolerable 
pictures New Deal civilization its best and worst. 
The chapter the 1937 fight control the Supreme 
Court significant for its conclusion that the President’s 
defeat this instance was turning point his crusade 
for unimpeded power. the chapter “Presidentology” 
the author gives some good sketches Chief Executives 
from Grant the present. The book chatty and enter- 
taining, but not $3.00 worth. ghost recommenda- 
tion for the general reader. 
Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Michelson Hough 


Hough, Donald. Captain Retread. Norton. May 10, 
1944. 218p. $2.00. 


the outbreak the present conflict many men who 
had seen service the first World War volunteered for 
duty this one. They knew that, most cases, they 
would not see service again but they also knew that they 
would valuable the many administrative positions 
built short time. the topical slang our day 
such men are known “retreads” and the present book 
the story one that genre from the day reentered 
the army until slightly more than year later. 1917 
the author was lieutenant the Signal Corps and 
May, 1942, the age forty-seven was given 
captain’s commission the Air Corps. 


Captain Hough’s first station was classification center 
near his home California commander squadron 
aviation cadets. Thus his reinduction, faced with many 
misgivings, into the army was gradual. wanted acutely 
get back into the spirit the army, the camaraderie 
young men, but realized his limitations and was pre- 
pared make the best whatever might face him. 
knew that increasing age with its concomitant crystalliza- 
tion habits and its definitely set life goals would render 
fit himself into young man’s army. 
first his expectations were borne out and could little 
except stand aside and let the men get with their 
training seeing that the administrative details least did 
not interfere too greatly. 


His second station was with group cadets gunnery 
station Ajo. Here for our delectation dissects relent- 
lessly his daily duties showing how unimportant felt 
himself be. More the point description several 
men and incidents including the duty sergeant who soon 
came call him ‘buddy” and Kelly, the irrepressible pilot, 
who could squirm his way out any military regulation. 
Again the previous section Captain Hough devotes 
great deal space the description the modern 
American soldier, praising him high terms and present- 
ing him competent and efficient man who will always 
retain due sense proportion. There are also some 
reflections the attitude soldiers toward the army and 
toward civilian efforts for their entertainment. 


Captain Hough was then transferred Yuma com- 
mand squadron advanced trainees. There meets 
Lieutenant “Red” Lawson, the “career sergeant,” and 
sensible enough permit his subordinates run the show 
efficiently while sits back the “old man.” de- 
scribes attempts beautify the post and the ensuing battle 
finally won the desert, how drink beer and Captain 
Zerega’s feats volleyball. When administration was 
streamlined Captain Hough was made supply officer for 
the entire post and succeeded becoming “the greatest 
supply officer since Alexander Hamilton” due largely 
the efforts efficient sergeant. The most amusing 
incident the entire book the story payday and what 
did Captain Zerega’s volleyball form. his latest 
post Las Vegas Captain Hough, returned personnel 
work with aviation cadets, really found satisfaction when 
discovered that actually could helpful the 
youngsters who were placing their trust and confidence 
him. Throughout the entire book the author inter- 
polates stories his own experiences the first World 
War. 
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White Teilhet 


Captain Retread somewhat different from the usual type 
war-inspired book. Not only its subject matter but 
the honesty self-analysis and the wry humor the 
author brings its writing. Some parts the book are 
excellent and although whole not must book 
and marred occasional profanity yet seems suitable 
for adults who will the group most interested it. 


White, Victor. Peter Domanig. Morning Vienna. 
Bobbs-Merrill Company. Apr. 26, 1944. 744p. $3.00. 


The setting this novel Catholic Vienna during the 
First World War reflected the life, schooling and 
apprenticeship brilliant boy suffering from the taint 
illegitimacy. The Peace Versailles seals the ruin 
Vienna. ‘It takes thousand years,’ Herr Granini went 
on, ‘to make city like Vienna and the culture that goes 
with it. thousand years prosperity and security, and 
the presence hundred special factors nobody has ever 


(p. 647). 


Peter Domanig, 12, lives with relatives, Herr Ludwig 
Bartsch and Frau Kathi Bartsch, and cousins Franz and 
Poldi, both older than he. Frau Kathi Bartsch repre- 
sented hard religious fanatic who drags him Sunday 
vespers when would the Heurigen with Herr 
Bartsch. His mother Mizzi America, and when 
learns his illegitimacy, filled with resentment for 
her and with revenge motive against his unknown father. 
Herr Bartsch’s affair with Widow Liesel Olivia distresses 
the family. When she says, both Catholics and 
you couldn’t get divorce anyway” (p. 127), ends al- 
most idyllically. Herr Bartsch then develops brain tumor 
and dies. Frau Bartsch cruelly has Peter sent public 
school instead academy (gymnasium). great 
crisis his life comes when rejected, after passing 
all examinations, the Cadet school grounds illegi- 
timacy. bitterness refuses any other school 
and insists being apprenticed machine trade. Two 
and half years Industrialist Straka’s hardware firm 
follow. They are hard years taxing all his determination 
succeed. sixteen has stopped going church 
and after somewhat suggestive bed-room seduction scene, 
and Herta, Herr Straka’s twenty-two-year-old maid 
sinfully manage use each other every day, and 
represented happier and healthier for it. Cousin Franz’s 
shellshock interferes with this affair and then, except for 
two visits woman, apparently lives decently until 
the novel ends when seventeen. successful 
the store and made clerk two and half years. But 
his success complete only when fight with former 
nasty boss badly trounces him (Herr Krapfl). the 
war grinding close, hunger, inflation and profiteering 
increase and Peter gets into trading the side and makes 
enough money, when only seventeen, dress with the 
best. going up, and the old cultured and aristo- 
cratic classes are going down. Cousin Franz becomes en- 
gaged Baroness Bianca. The war lost and things 
look bad for Vienna. Peter’s mother Mizzi has sent him 
passport America and, upon Bianca’s wish and the 
family’s, says goodbye everybody seventeen 
start new life America. 

This interesting and well-written novel. There 
much good and one regrets that isn’t all good. 


indifference religion the greatest danger it, 
novel which vespers and sermons and confirmations 
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play important background largely the good. 
Regrettably, however, the atmosphere not really sympa- 
thetic. The most religious person the novel, Frau 
Bartsch, almost represented villain, too harsh and 
unsympathetic, and sometimes not fair. One could argue, 
however, that the picture her could constitute whole- 
some corrective many religious persons who incline 
that way. While gross slanders, such clerical im- 
morality, are effectively quashed, the incidental references 
priests and religious tend pejorative, such “un- 
gainly,” “womanish black-cloth cassock” (p. 398). 


There tendency make regular churchgoing appear 
ness the head, Franz after his shell-shock. Bianca 
and Peter smile Franz’s insistence upon attending Sun- 
day Mass and, sympathetically for the reader, boast 
being “simply not born with any talent for religiousness” 
(p. 653). Yet spite all this possible that most 
readers, especially the discerning ones, will come away 
from the novel rather more than less inclined towards 
religion. One chapter, 295-304, Peter’s confirmation, 
such inspiration that one could wish find its 
way into many anthologies, including Catholic antholo- 
gies. 

More regrettable somewhat ambiguous treatment 
illicit sexual intercourse. many readers the seduction 
scene between Peter and Herta (pp. 522-27) could its 


suggestiveness occasion sin. Worse still, 


illicit affair begins and ends rather pleasantly with advan- 
tage both parties and harm one. Even the adultery 
between Herr Bartsch and the widow made look 
rather charming and the opposition the wife and chil- 
dren represented look many readers like 
narrowmindedness. Also Baron Ortner 
portrayed the perfect gentleman and when the end 
his affair with married woman incidentally revealed 
not made detract anything from his charm. 
American girl, however, and Bianca and Poldi are properly 
somewhat held examples good conduct. 
probably correct say that the moral tone the book 
sometimes doubtful ambiguous rather than clearly 
bad. There are few strong, but not abused sex words. 


The novel presents gripping picture the creeping ter- 
ribleness starvation, inflation, defeat, and unjust 
peace. that respect well read now. also sug- 
gests that bringing illegitimate child into the world 
villainy. Intelligent and mature readers will probably 
derive much more benefit than harm from the book. 


Teilhet, Darwin Odd Man Pays. Little, Brown. May 
10, 1944. 300p. $2.50. 


new Dick Whittington comes London this combi- 
nation romance-adventure-mystery thriller—but this time 
Lieutenant Richard Whittington, USAAF, tired, 
strained lieutenant leave. Just before leaving camp 
has met his Hawaiian cousin, Major Randolph Auder, 
Hollywood producer and his best friend, who shows him 
strange threatening note and makes appointment for 
that night London. the train coming Dick barely 
averts blackmail attempt Max Lingen and man 
named Harry who represent German espionage group. 
London while waiting for Auder picks girl 
named Alice and while dining with her sees one his 
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ex-professors who refuses recognize him. finally 
determines that the man travelling verbal courier. 
When Major Auder enters the room Dick starts toward 
him but Max Lingen blocks his path, the lights out and 
when they return Auder lying the floor with bullet 
his side. the confusion Dick spirited away 
pub where Lingen and Harry attempt extort the name 
the professor. rescued Alice who takes him 
her Uncle Penrith’s home lonely Hampstead Heath. 
Next day’s papers carry the news that Randy Auder 
dead and his cousin Dick Whittington, the murderer, 
has been killed bombing raid. Enter Fordyce, re- 
tired RAF hero, now Intelligence man, who persuades 
Dick postpone attempts clearing himself until they 
can uncover the enemy agents. Dick agrees but the agents 
strike that night kidnapping Alice’s daughter. She 
recovered Dick’s ingenuity and the man Harry, really 
commits suicide. the next day the courier’s 
mission, carrying news Churchill’s return flight, ac- 
complished and Dick teams with Fordyce solve the 
mystery Auder’s death. showdown the Savoy 
Max Lingen commits suicide poisoned drink gamble 
with Dick and was discovered that Auder was planning 
kill Dick because the latter’s uncle had left him 
fortune which Auder needed for postwar movie produc- 
tion. Plans went awry when one Dick’s friends 
Auder’s party deflected the gun just the shot was fired. 
Cleared, Dick released his sweetheart the United States 
and went claim Alice conformity with the legend. 


Odd Man Pays one those modern adventure mystery 
stories dashed off with little attention quality. 
ground Hollywood sophistication, unnecessary profanity 
and feeble murder mystery relegate inferior posi- 
tion. The book seems suitable enough for adults but there 
good reason for recommending anyone. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the Crooked Candle. 
Morrow. May 10, 1944. 220p. $2.00. 


When Arthur Bickler rammed into the rear truck 
owned the Skinner Hills Karakul Co. hardly looked 
like the beginning case murder and affiliated crimes. 
But fast and hard-talking lawyer Perry Mason scented 
possibilities when counsel representing the truck-owning 
firm became over-anxious settle quietly and hurry. 
Soon the grim fact murder became part the mys- 
tery. Before the solution was reached Perry had engage 
some tidal research well match wits, usual, 
with the police. Generally good adult fare the escape 
variety. 


Eberhart, Mignon Escape the Night. Random House. 
May 1944. 215p. $2.00. 


Against California background recounted this tale 
triple murder. Serena March was going back her sister 
and her old home, Casa Madrone, after successful four- 
year career New York. Her return was partially influ- 
enced the remark friend Leda Blagden that “some- 
thing going happen. Quite bit happened: her aunt 
was killed; Leda herself fell victim, and finally, her sister 
Amanda became No. the list. Serena was checking 
herself off No. when the hero arrived and brought the 
story the usual successful conclusion. advertised 
sophisticated novel, meaning that its characters are 


Gardner Eberhart King Gaither 


blasé, about free love, and that they have 
cient means indulge every whim. that’s what you 
want, this thriller isn’t more harmful better than 
average. 


Crime Club---May Selection 


King, Rufus. The Case the Dowager’s Etchings. 
Doubleday, Doran. May 1944. 178p. $2.00. 


Mrs. Carrie Giles was small-town dowager, neither dour 
nor domineering, who felt she should contribute little 
more the war effort than the mere purchase bonds. 
war bond rally where she had placed etching 
her own make sale she announced the press her 
intention opening few rooms her mansion weary 
and homeless war workers. Mr. Dugald Smith, who had 
been admiring her etching, heard her announcement, im- 
mediately procured place for himself and his curious, 
nerveless nephew. Mr. Smith was the buyer Mrs. Giles’ 
work art which cemented their friendship. The third 
roomer, Miss Effie Ashley, and the fourth, Jefferson Par- 
ling, arrived and took occupancy before Mrs. Giles had 
time form opinion collect her thoughts. The dis- 
covery corpse the copse added distress her con- 
fusion reason seeing her grandson, Lt. Kent Giles, 
the scene the crime when was actually supposed 
arrive the following morning. The next day brought 
increase tension with subtle attempt the lives 
Kent and his grandmother. Then the old dowager began 
little investigation her own which would have been 
disastrous had not the person she distrusted most inter- 
vened. all adds good, clean, simple mystery 
story which the etching plays surprising part. 
ommended all. 


Gaither, Frances. The Red Cock 
May 16, 1944. 313p. $2.75. 


Throughout history slave owners have always feared revolt 
the slaves and our own country the spectre such 
revolt was one that constantly haunted the white South. 
Let merely the hint possibility such insurrection 
arise and their blind fear men became cruel not only 
their blacks but even those their own race. They 
did anything sacrificed anyone keep the red cock 
from crowing, keep themselves and their own safe. 
About the unreasoning mob madness which came thus 
occasionally the South and its consequences Frances 
Gaither has woven pre-Civil War novel centered the 
cotton country. 


When Adam Fiske came the country around the Forks, 
the junction the Big and Little Deer Rivers, was 
penniless but enthusiastic school teacher from Maine. 
letter Ward Dalton, the owner Shandy, latest and 
model plantation those parts, was sufficient win 
him acceptance member the household under the 
rule Southern hospitality and under Dalton’s aegis, the 
establishment school. When Adam first expressed 
his opposition slavery and his desire for legal emanci- 
pation was greeted with the usual Southern reaction 
that contented himself with transcribing his reactions 
material for future book and keeping his opinions 
himself. Living Shandy had chance see slavery 
its best—the owners kind, considerate and helpful, the 
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slaves, usually contented, well cared for and trusted ac- 
cording their capacity. also saw the entire pattern 
Southern life—easy-going, full pleasure, under mas- 
culine dominance. became acquainted with Scofield, 
the most trusted negro Shandy and charge its 
slaves, man better educated than the rest, preacher 
and exhorter power among the negroes. Scofield was 
steady man but under the spell his preaching, his 
passion for Coatney, the influence Brax, another negro 
who later betrayed him, and other factors began 
imagine himself divinely appointed set his people free. 
The final and determining factor was his knowledge that 
other white men would risk their necks aid negroes 
escape. Scofield then launched ambitious program 
insurrection wherein the negroes would slay their white 
masters and take over that section the country. 


Quite early his stay Shandy Adam became the victim 
the attentions Fannie Dalton. Being older than she 
did not take her seriously but eventually fell love 
with her and wanted marry her. When Ward Dalton 
saw the turn affairs were taking affianced his daughter 
Trooper Clay, earlier suitor and typical Southerner, 
and won Fanny over with grand tour New York and 
Boston. Adam course was deeply injured but said 
nothing even later when Fanny professed retain her 
love for him. Near the end the story when she has 
lost Adam Fanny also refuses submit Trooper and 
leaves her home. 


One day Edna Lee, sister Trooper, while dozing 
hammock overhears fragment conversation between 
Mid and Sack, personal slaves Trooper and Fanny. She 
tells her brother who scents plot and gathers other 
planters question the two slaves. Part the story 
dragged out Mid and call for general meeting 
the planters the region sent out. Mid lynched 
mob and then the meeting under the principle “salus 
populi lex suprema” vigilante committee with power 
try, condemn and execute set up. All pretense 
legality discarded the fear for their own safety. 
Against his will Adam elected serve Secretary and 
does so. first the questioning gentle but the out- 
lines the plot emerge become harsher 
are condemned death and executed. Brax voluntarily 
betrays the uprising which set for the Fourth July 
and althouh Scofield not yet known the leader 
leaves Shandy attempt speed his plot. its 
terror the committee seizes all persons the slightest 
suspicion and even condemns and executes two innocent 
white men merely because they had expressed sympathy 
for abolition. When Scofield was discovered the 
leader Adam was placed trial because had been 
known talk sympathetically the negro. His book. 
was brought evidence and the jealousy Troope 
Clay almost secured his conviction. But Scofield, whe 
caught, exonerated Adam who was then from 
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region. Scofield was executed bring the number 
deaths that short reign terror thirty and peace 
came again the Forks with life resuming its normal 
status. 


The Red Cock Crows tells story the cruelty inherent 
the practice slavery even under the best conditions. 
The portrayal seems accurate, the plot well drawn and 
the story competently written. Throughout the book the 
author presents this cruelty such way leave 
doubt its evilness. Though the story rather strong 
meat, the general moral tone good except for one sug- 
gestive passage where Scofield succumbs lust for 
Coatney (pp. 26-27). Because the nature the sub- 
however the book seems suitable only for 
adults. 
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